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One individual of note in modern history that I would 

like to share a bit about this evening is Albert Schweitzer 

(1875-1965). He was an accomplished organist and a noted 

theologian. But, he’s best known as Dr. Schweitzer, the 

missionary doctor of Lambarene, in the State of Gabon in 

west central Africa. With his money and gifts from friends, 

Albert Schweitzer built and equipped a hospital to care for 

people in Africa who had no access to medical treatment. 

One day this famous medical missionary came to the 

University of Chicago as a guest lecturer. After being 

welcomed at the train station and before his lecture, he 

noticed a frail, elderly lady dragging her luggage across the 

platform. Just as his host called him to the microphone, Dr. 

Schweitzer walked away, pushed his way through the crowd, 

and asked the lady if she would allow him to help carry her 

luggage. 

After he helped the elderly lady, Albert Schweitzer 

returned to the microphone, and said, "We are put on this 

earth to help each other, especially those who are weak and 

frail; all the honors in the world mean nothing if we fail to 

care for the least of these." 

In John’s gospel, we hear of Jesus washing the feet of 

his disciples. In those days, everyone wore sandals. Walking 

over unpaved, dusty roads, feet got very dirty very quick. As 

an act of hospitality, a household servant would kneel before 
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guests, to wash and dry their feet. For the guests, a washing 

of their feet was refreshing. For the household servant, it 

was a duty to perform. 

Before we go on, let’s be clear about one thing: the 

servant washing a guest’s feet does not give us a model of 

Christian service. It is not Christian service to do our duty. 

Think about work. Jobs have job descriptions. To keep our 

jobs, as employees we do what the job description says to 

do. A salesperson is expected to know the merchandise, to 

present the item for sale in an attractive manner, to be 

pleasant to the customer; a postal worker, to sort the mail 

and deliver it to the correct address. And the list goes on. 

We do our duty, we perform as the job description 

requires, and in return we get paid for our time and efforts. 

We would not even think of our job as doing Christian 

service. 

Even within the family. A parent’s duty is to do their 

best to feed their children, provide a place to sleep and be 

safe; the son or daughter, a duty to help with household 

chores, to complete homework.  

What we do for our job, what we do for our family, 

these are not Christian service. Do our duties with Christian 

attitudes – YES; but these are obligations, duties to be 

performed.  
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When Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, Christ 

offered a gift, a gift of himself. Jesus had no obligation to 

wash the feet of the disciples. Servants had that duty. No, 

when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, his was a self-

gift based on friendship; based upon love. A model of 

service, freely choosing to serve his disciples out of love. 

Jesus gave an example of serving which expected nothing in 

return. That’s Christian service.  

Saint Pope John Paul II spoke about "the law of the 

gift." He told us the law of the gift is written into our hearts. 

An echo of the self giving love found in the interior life of 

God. Following the urges of the law of the gift, we enter into 

communion with God, an intimacy with the Holy Trinity. 

Christ showed us the law of the gift by giving his life for 

us, even for those who deny him and betray him. As people 

of faith, we often give Christian service, we live out the law 

of the gift. For example, our Eucharistic ministers to the sick 

take communion and our love and concern to the sick and 

homebound. Regularly people of our parish sort the food you 

bring and food you bought and organize it so it is available 

for distribution to the needy of our community – and as you 

know so much more. This, of course, is somewhat “on-hold” 

today due to the restrictions of remaining at home we are 

currently under but today that might be simply assisting 
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another person by doing errands so the fragile and fearful 

might be able to stay at home in safety. 

All kinds of ways Christians obey the law of the gift 

written within our hearts. Our Catholic schools, religious 

education program and families using the rice bowl to set 

aside some monies for underprivileged people in our world.  

Today during this COVID pandemic, we certainly have 

had to change the ways in which we relate to others and 

obey the law of the gift for others. We may not be able to be 

as personal, that is, one-on-one and in person but that does 

not mean we cannot perform our Christian duty of Christian 

service. We can creatively serve others in so many different 

ways. Many are jumping on the bandwagon to assist our 

medical professionals and others with protective masks and 

other needs. Our parishioners stepped up to help SHIP with 

a recent request for supplies. Some have made extra 

sacrifices to assist the parish of St. Bernard. So many ways 

if we try. 

When Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, Christ 

gave a new twist to the idea of service, the idea of gift of 

self, with no expectation of anything in return. Giving out of 

love. Jesus gave us a new model of serve, Christian service, 

living the law of the gift written in our hearts. 

At the Last Supper, Christ fed his disciples with his 

Body and Blood and Jesus showed us how to serve. He took 
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a towel, a basin of water, and washed his disciples' feet. 

Normally at this mass of the Lord’s Supper we would wash 

the feet of 12 individuals in a symbolic gesture of what we 

are called by Christ to do. This year, we will not perform this 

symbolic gesture but instead we are calling all of you 

listening to think of ways in which you can do for others. 

Can you pray as a family for those in need each day at a set 

aside time? Can you make time for a Catholic video, bible 

reading or spiritual exercises?  

We know that at each Mass, Christ feeds us with his 

Body and Blood. The majority of people today however are 

not able to receive physically BUT you can receive 

SPIRITUALLY. This is a very old custom when individuals 

were desirous of receiving communion but could not for 

whatever reason. The prayer speaks for itself: 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
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With the Blood of Christ flowing in our veins – 

physically or spiritually, we are to imitate Christ. We are to 

live the law of the gift, to serve as we have been served. 

As your priest, I cannot take the basin and towel to 

wash and dry your feet but I will take a few minutes of quiet 

right now and pray for your safety and well-being. As you 

watch me, as the Blood of Christ flows in your veins, please 

ponder ways you do or ways you can serve others. 


