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“Who would believe what we have heard? To whom has the 

arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

These words presented for our meditation in the first 

reading are from a section of the Prophet Isaiah that is written 

during the Babylonian exile. The people of Israel hear them as 

they are separated from what gave them identity, separated 

from their temple, some from each other, searching for how to 

continue their identity as God’s chosen people during a time 

that they couldn’t imagine. They felt punished, abandoned, but 

lived in a hope of redemption.  Clearly words that so many 

embrace today. They did not know when they would return to 

their own lives outside the control of an external power that 

was dictating their freedom and expression as a community.  

A global pandemic in 2020? Yes, crying out “Who would 

believe what we have heard? To whom has the arm of the Lord 

been revealed?” is an outcry from our own lips and hearts 

during this time as we might feel a tension, a quiet that usually 

lives only on Good Friday but has settled into a daily routine 

these past few weeks.  

We as Christians often look to this section of Isaiah called 

“The song of the Suffering Servant” and see the prophecies 

fulfilled in Christ because the lens of our Christian raison d’etre 

is the Paschal Mystery (the passion, death, and resurrection of 



Christ. Our Jewish brothers and sisters read this passage as 

applying to the whole people of Israel as one person, so 

necessarily intimate a connection by the covenants. The church 

father, Origen, recounts this very discussion with a Jewish 

friend in his work, Contra Celus, written in 248. All of Israel 

suffers because her people suffer. Christ suffers because 

creation suffers. All the Church suffers because members of her 

suffer. 

Both perspectives are virtuous and even invite us into a 

deeper reality of what we both mourn and give thanks for 

today. We mourn today the death of our Blessed Lord but we 

also give thanks for the fact, as our Byzantine Rite chants, 

“Christ has trampled down death by death and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life.” St. Paul in writing to the Romans 

(6:3-5) reminds them, “are you unaware that we who have 

been baptized have been baptized into his death? We were 

indeed buried with Him through Baptism into death, so that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might live in the newness of life”.  If the death of 

Christ was just the death of an individual, how does it help us? 

Certainly, the Father was not simply looking for a proverbial 

pound of flesh. Yes, Christ fully human and fully divine died out 

of love for each one of us but the mystery of baptism brings 

forward that Jewish reading that by becoming a part of Christ in 

baptism, we made one indivisible person with Christ and each 

other. Thus, we are saved. As I try to impress, baptism is so 

much more mystical then thinking of it as a membership rite. 



Baptism in the deep mystery by which the incarnation takes 

place again: Christ, the divine, willing comes to fully live in the 

human in such a way as to glorify both natures, not as if we 

were Himself, but because He has made us into Himself 

bringing out the original glory from the original sin.  

The font is for us the womb from which eternal life is born 

and the tomb in which the corrupted life dies. This happens 

because Christ died on the cross out of a love the embraces the 

whole of creation.  The letter to the Ephesians (2:14) 

summarizes this by saying, “For He is our peace, having made 

the two one and breaking down the dividing wall”. We must 

think and act as a people of this profound unity with God and 

each other. No dividing walls, no boundaries, but a living charity 

of mutual sacrifice. Not fearing impoverishment from placing 

others first but committed to the enrichment of all by investing 

in the common good.  

The unfathomable event that claims today has become 

somewhat sanitized or romanticized by our everyday 

association with it. For instance crosses are worn for 

decoration, crucifix bear an artistic representation but rarely 

the full reality of the passion. Many of us here and now have 

had the full spectrum of suffering blessedly absent from us in 

our own day-to-day lives. Today shows us that no one is 

exempt from suffering because it dwells in our world since it is 

the inheritance of sin. Fr. Mark Link, reflecting on this recalls 

the razing of Jerusalem by Rome in 70 AD.  



The Jewish resistance was engaging in guerilla warfare with 

Rome. One day when the leader of a small group was captured 

the soldiers brought him out to the base of the hillside where 

the resistance was hiding and threatened to crucify him there 

in the sight of them all. Medical doctors having researched 

crucifixion tell us it is one of, if not the, most brutal ways to die. 

Elongated over many days, the victim often losing his mind 

from pain before death comes.  Hearing the threat of 

crucifixion, that whole group surrendered.  

Why did Christ allow himself the pain of crucifixion and the 

torture that was its prelude? 

1) He wanted to make it a sign of the greatest of all love. 

Christ took the sign of fear and death, of oppression and 

abuse, and made it the sign of incomprehensible love and 

a new victory. 

 

2) He wanted to make it an invitation no to be afraid to love 

as he does. This began last night when he washed his 

apostles’ feet. Something so demeaning that the law 

prevented a master from compelling a slave to do it.  This 

invitation to deep love is the requisite of life in the new 

creation.  

 

3) He wanted to make it a revelation. Yes, there is suffering in 

life but love, grace, GOD are the realities that endure. All 

love will require sacrifice and so to reveal the final power 



of sacrificial love over all things, the Lord Jesus offered 

everything he was and had to the Father and for us. For 

the Christian disciple there is no elusive answer to the 

classic, as well as hackneyed, musing on the meaning of 

life. It is found in loving for love’s sake; deeply, with 

extravagant generosity, without quid-pro-quo. The 

abandonment of corruptive ways is what brings us out of 

Adam’s creation and to life in Christ’s.  

 

You and I may face these days with some fear and separation 

but we do not face them alone. Christ shows us by his suffering, 

death, and descent to the realm of the dead that there is no 

one and no suffering outside of his care and power. As Jesus in 

the middle of his own suffering reminded Pilate, “You would 

have no power over me if it were not granted to you from 

above”. So no oppressive force has real power over us. God did 

not cause Christ’s suffering, he does not cause ours. But today 

is indeed Good because with such a love and power before us 

we are courageous seeing that made one with Christ in his 

suffering before fearful powers, we too are one with him in his 

victorious revolution that rules over all evil by turning it at it’s 

worst into sources of blessing and redemption.  

 

We adore you, o Christ, and we praise you 

Because by your holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.  


