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THE CELEBRATION 
OF THE MOST HOLY EUCHARIST

Monday - Friday (Chapel): 8:00 am & 12:10 pm
There is no 12:10 pm Mass during the months of July and August

Saturday - 9:00 am (Chapel) - Sunday Vigil 5:15 pm

Regular Sche  dule  -week after Labor Day to week before Memorial   
Day 

Sunday - 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm

Summer Schedule - Memorial Day to Labor Day
Sunday - 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 11:30 am

Holy Days of Obligation - 8:00 am, 12:10 pm. and 7:30 pm

We encourage you to call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for the Eucharist to be brought to the sick, the 

elderly, and the homebound.



Dear Friends: 
Welcome to the Roman Catholic Community of St. Bernard. I am 

pleased that you are joining our parish family. It is my sincere prayer that 
you will find us to be a vibrant community of faith, committed to living our 
baptismal mission as the People of God in the world.

St.  Bernard  Church,  founded  in  1854,  is  the  oldest  Catholic 
community in Somerset County. Over our history, this community has grown 
from a small mission church in downtown Raritan to a thriving parish of 
more than 2,400 households. The parish territory encompasses the town of 
Raritan and portions of Bridgewater and Branchburg Townships.

The vitality and strength of any parish are determined by its people. 
Working cooperatively with the clergy, parish staff and pastoral ministers, it 
is the people themselves who must build up the Body of Christ by becoming 
faithful stewards of the life and mission of the parish. We take to heart the 
teaching of the Second Vatican Council which proclaims that we are “called 
to  the  fullness  of  the  Christian  life  and  the  perfection  of  love.”  For this 
reason,  I  ask you to give serious  and prayerful  reflection  on the ways in 
which the Lord may be inviting you to become a steward of your parish and 
a partner with us in the life and mission of the Church. This stewardship is  
exercised in the selfless sharing of our time, talents and treasures with one 
another  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  Consider  the  following  questions  as 
means to guide your prayerful reflection on the call to stewardship:

 What talents, gifts or abilities are you willing to share in service to 
your parish and to the larger community?

 What amount of time can you reasonably give to such work, given 
the different and sometimes conflicting priorities of your life?

 What  is  a  just  and  fair  amount  of  your  treasure  –  your  weekly 
income – that you can give in a spirit of sacrifice to support the life  
of your parish?

In  this  booklet  you  will  find  a  complete  list  of  the  diverse  parish 
ministries and other organizations which have grown out of and sustain us in 
the living of the Gospel. Consider becoming our partner in the work of the 
ministry and gifting us with what we need most – you!

Again,  thank you for being involved in our parish family. All  of our 
clergy, parish staff and ministries are here to serve you in the name of Jesus 
Christ.

Servus,
Rev. Joseph G. Celano,

                                                                        Pastor



BASIC CATHOLIC PRAYERS

The Our Father
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come; 
Thy will  be done on earth as it  is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against  
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

The Hail Mary
Hail  Mary  full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with thee.  Blessed  are  thou among 
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostle's Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell: The third day He rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty:  From thence He shall  come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion 
of  Saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  life 
everlasting. Amen.

Morning Prayer
In the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ I will begin this day. I thank You, Lord, 
for having preserved me during the night. I will do my best to make all I do 
today pleasing to You and in accordance with Your will. My dear Mother 
Mary,  watch over me this  day. My Guardian Angel,  take care  of  me. St. 
Joseph and all you saints of God, pray for me... (add your daily offering)

Daily Offering:
O Jesus,  through the Immaculate Heart  of  Mary, I  offer  you my prayers, 
works, joys and sufferings of this day in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass throughout the world. I offer them for all the intentions of your Sacred 
Heart: the salvation of souls, reparation for sin, the reunion of all Christians. 
I offer them for the intentions of our bishops and of all the apostles of prayer, 
and in particular for those recommended by our Holy Father this month.



Act of Contrition
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended You, and I detest all my 
sins because I dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all 
because they offend You, my God, who are all good and deserving of all my 
love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Your grace, to confess my sins, to do  
penance and to amend my life. Amen.

Prayer before Meals
Bless us O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to receive, from 
Thy bounty, through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

Evening Prayer
O my God, at the end of this day I thank You most heartily for all the graces 
I have received from You. I am sorry that I have not made a better use of 
them. I am sorry for all the sins I have committed against You. Forgive me, 
O my God, and graciously protect me this night. Blessed Virgin Mary, my 
dear Heavenly Mother, take me under your protection. St. Joseph, my dear 
guardian angel, and all you saints of God, pray for me. Sweet Jesus, have 
pity  on  all  poor  sinners,  and  save  them  from hell.  Have  mercy  on  the 
suffering souls in purgatory... (followed by an Act of Contrition)

Stewardship Prayer
Loving God, I come to You in thanksgiving, knowing that all I am and all 
that I have is a gift from You. In faith and love, help me to do your will. I am 
listening, Lord God. Speak Your words into the depth of my soul, that I may 
hear You clearly. I offer to You this day all the facets of my life, whether it be  
at home, at work, or at school – to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous,  
to be holy. Give me the wisdom and insight to understand Your will for me 
and the fervor to carry out my good intentions. I offer my gifts of time, talent 
and possessions to You as a true act of faith, to reflect my love for You and 
my neighbor. Help me to reach out to others as You my God have reached 
out to me.



LINKS

Diocese of Metuchen
www.diometuchen.org

Dept. of Catholic Social Services
http://www.ccdom.org

Catholic Schools in NJ
www.njcatholicschools.org

The Vatican
www.vatican.va

US Conference of Catholic Bishops
www.usccb.org

International Stewardship Council 
www.catholicstewardship.org/en/index.cfm

Catholic Religious Vocation Network (VISION)
www.vocation-network.org

The Catholic Spirit
www.catholicspirit.com

The Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights:
www.catholicleague.org

Fair Trade Federation
www.fairtradefederation.com

National Right to Life
www.nrlc.org

Human Rights Watch
www.hrw.org

http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.nrlc.org/
http://www.fairtradefederation.com/
http://www.catholicleague.org/
http://www.catholicspirit.com/
http://www.vocation-network.org/
http://www.catholicstewardship.org/en/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.vatican.va/
http://www.njcatholicschools.org/
http://www.ccdom.org/
http://www.diometuchen.org/


                      A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR PARISH

Ecclesiastical records reveal that St. Bernard Parish was preceded by 
the  establishment  of  a  mission  station  for  the  area  known  as 
Somerville.  Fr.  Hugh McGuire was the first  priest assigned to this 
mission, from 1843 to 1846.

The year 1854 was one of great significance, being the year that Pope 
Pius IX proclaimed the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Our 
Blessed  Mother.  The  same  year,  the  Catholics  of  this  community, 
though few in number,  participated  in  the dedication of  their  own 
church, fittingly given over to the care of St. Bernard of Clairvaux. It 
began as a small, wooden building located on what is now known as 
Church Street in Raritan. In those early years of our parish it was not 
uncommon for Catholics to walk from as far away as Flemington to 
attend mass! Soon after being built, disaster struck the new parish in 
the form of a fire which burned the church beyond repair. It was then 
that saddened but undaunted parishioners began planning the erection 
of a new brick structure.

From 1855  to  1856  masses  were  said  in  private  homes.  Then  on 
October 14, 1864, in compliance with civil and canon law, the parish 
of  St.  Bernard  was  incorporated.  Bishop  Bayley,  a  relative  of  St. 
Mother  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton  and  a  descendant  of  the  famous 
Roosevelt  family  is  recorded  as  the  first  Bishop  to  bestow  the 
sacrament of Confirmation at St. Bernard.

In 1876 Fr. Joseph Zimmer assumed the duties of pastor, which at that 
time  included  the  missions  of  Somerville,  Bound  Brook,  and 
Millstone.  Shortly  after  his  arrival,  the  property  for  the  parish 
cemetery was purchased.

On July  15,  1881 the Diocese  of  Trenton  was established  and St. 
Bernard Parish was included in the boundaries of the new diocese. In 
this very same year a new rectory was build. The old one, having 
been  purchased  25  years  earlier,  was  relocated  to  Wall  Street  in 
Raritan, to serve as a convent for the Plainfield Sisters of Mercy.



In  1889  the  St.  Bernard  parochial 
school 
was  built 
on 
Somerset 
Street  in 
Raritan. 
Fr. 
Zimmer’s 
pastorate, 
which 
began as a 
temporary 

assignment,  spanned  a  period  of  47  years, 
ending  with  his  death  in  1923.  Truly  an 
integral  part  of  the  community,  he  was 
mourned  by  many  non-Catholics  and 
Catholics alike.

Under  several  pastors,  the  years 
between Fr. Zimmers  death and the 
year  1948 saw many improvements 
in  the  church,  including  the 
restoration of walls  and ceiling,  the 
opening of the center  aisle,  and the 
installation  of  new  pews  and  altar 
rails.

In  1948,  Fr.  Joseph  Miller  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  parish, 
followed by Fr. James Mackenzie in 1956.  Under  his guidance,  in 
1956, funding was initiated for the erection of the parish center, the 
building  which  currently  houses  St.  Bernard  Pre-School  and 
Kindergarten.

Fr. Mackenzie passed away on August 3, 1981 and in September of 
1981;  Fr.  John Brundage was installed as the twelfth pastor of  St. 
Bernard  of  Clairvaux  Church.  During  his  pastorate,  Fr.  John 



undertook the task of building two mausoleums at the cemetery as 
well as a new church and rectory. The dedication of these new sites 
took  place  on  September  28,  1988  at  a  concelebrated  Mass  with 
Bishop Edward T. Hughes officiating.

On August 20, 2000, the feast of St. Bernard, Fr. Joseph G. Celano 
was installed as the 13th pastor of St. Bernard Parish, after serving for 
one year as our Administrator. 

ST. BERNARD CEMETERY AND MAUSOLEUMS 

Established  in  1876,  St.  Bernard  Cemetery  is  one  of  the  oldest  
Catholic  Cemeteries  in  Somerset  County. Serving  the  parish 
community of St. Bernard and the parishes in the surrounding area,  
the cemetery is  located on Route 28 West,  just  one mile from the 
Somerville Circle and directly behind the parish complex. The parish 
cemetery and mausoleums are maintained as a place where our hope 
in  Jesus  Christ  for  eternal  life  is  expressed  in  an  atmosphere  of 
dignity, beauty, tranquility, and reverence for remains of the faithful 
departed. 

Both  above  ground  mausoleum  crypts  and  in  ground  plots  are 
available and we have a select number of memorial trees, stones, and 
benches to honor your loved ones throughout the prayer garden area. 
Our Cemetery Office stands ready to assist you for immediate needs 
and pre-planned arrangements.



PARISH STAFF
The Parish Clergy
Rev. Joseph G. Celano, Pastor - ext. 803, email: PapaJoe87@aol.com
Rev. Timothy Lambert, Parochial Vicar - ext. 806, email: 
tjlambert@optonline.net
Rev. Andrew Smith, O.S.B., Weekend Assistant
Mr. Patrick Cline, Deacon
Mr. Gerard Sims, Deacon - ext. 805, email gsims@msn.com
Mr. Paul Anderson, Deacon

The Parish Office
email: stbch@aol.com  - fax 908-725-4524
Mrs. Rose Vivinetti, Office Mgr. & Adm. Asst. to the Pastor, email: 
amanti@optonline.net - ext. 802
Mr. Brian Curtis, Finance and Business Manager - ext. 821
Ms. Virginia (Ginny) Hayden, Receptionist & Parish Registrar - ext. 800
Mrs. Evelyn Mutek, Sacristan
Mr. Bill Chmielewski, Maintenance Supervisor - ext. 819
Mrs. Christine Yarwood, Bulletin Editor, email: cyarwood@verizon.net

mailto:amanti@optonline.net
mailto:stbch@aol.com
http://parishbulletin.com/Organizations/6156/PrayerGarden035.jpg


The Office of Religious Education
Fax # 908-725-9949 Sunday OCF - ext. 825 email: Stbchocf@aol.com
Sr. Christine Quense, SJH, Director - ext. 810 
Sr. Gloria Pighini, SJH, Director of Adult Spirituality & Formation - 
ext. 824
Mrs. Jeanne Craig, Secretary - ext. 811

The Office of Youth Ministry
Mrs. Christine Dalessio, Director of Youth Ministry - ext. 804,
Lighthouse - ext. 816, email: 8twelve@gmail.com

The Office of Liturgy and Sacred Music
email: Qirdredr@aol,com
Mrs. Barbara Sanderman, Director of Sacred Music - ext. 807

St. Bernard Pre-School and Kindergarten
email: Stbchpreschool@aol.com
Mrs. Barbara Turse, Director - ext. 813

St. Bernard Cemetery and Mausoleums
email: Stbchcemetery@aol,com
Mr. Mark LaFleur, Cemetery Director-908-725-8305
Ms. Diane Morelli, Cemetery Secretary - 908-725-5566

SACRAMENTAL LIFE AT ST. BERNARD

The  Church,  the  People  of  God  herself,  is  a  sacrament  (Lumen 
Gentium, V. II), a visible sign and instrument of Christ’s presence and 
action in the world. Through the Church, both universally and locally, 
Christ  continues to call  all people to salvation, joining them to His 
own life  and giving  them a share  in His  own mission.  The seven 
sacraments of the Church, instituted by Christ Himself, are the means, 
by which we encounter Christ in our midst, are strengthened in grace, 
and empowered to a life of worship and witness in the world. We 
hope that you will find the following practical information helpful as 
you join us in the sacramental life of the Church.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is the first of the sacraments. It establishes us in relationship 
with Christ and the Church, cleanses us from sin, makes us the 



People of God and unfolds for us our identity and mission as 
disciples of Christ in the world. 

The Baptism of Infants 

Congratulations  on  this  most  blessed  event! We  are  pleased  and 
privileged to bring your child to the waters of rebirth and to assist you 
in preparing for the celebration of baptism. Please call two months 
before your baby`s birth or if you are adoptive parents, as soon as the 
adoption process is completed. 

Ginny Hayden can be reached at 908-725-0552, ext. 800. She will 
be happy to register you for the Baptismal Formation Session, which 
is  an  informative  gathering  with clergy,  the  parent-team and other 
parents, which we hope you will find helpful as you prepare for this 
happy  occasion.  She  will  also  provide  you with the  materials  and 
other  very  important  information  you will  need  regarding  Baptism 
preparation. Ginny is prepared to answer any questions or concerns 
you may have and finally to schedule the date of the Baptism. In the 
event that you are not yet registered here at St. Bernard, she will also 
help you to become registered members of St. Bernard Church.

Choosing Sponsors/Godparents for Baptism or Confirmation 

We hope the following information will help guide your selection of  
sponsors,  also  called  godparents,  for  your  child’s  Baptism  or  
Confirmation.

The role of a sacramental sponsor (godparent) is to be a living model 
of the  Catholic faith  for the person they are sponsoring and in the 
case of an infant or child, to support the parents in the religious 
formation and spiritual development of the child in the Catholic 
faith. Therefore, the Church requires the following of anyone seeking 
sponsorship  eligibility,  whether  for  the  sacrament  of  Baptism  or  
Confirmation.  

1. The person must be a fully initiated Catholic, i.e., a person who 
has received all  three sacraments  of  Christian  Initiation; Baptism,  
Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. 



2. They  must  be committed  to  and  actively  practicing their  faith,  
meaning that they must be attending Mass weekly, and the sacrament  
of Reconciliation when needed. Further, they should be striving to live 
in a way which is consistent with Catholic faith and morals. 

3. If the chosen sponsors reside outside of the territorial boundaries of 
St.  Bernard  Church,  they  must  be  able  to  obtain  a  sponsorship 
eligibility  certificate  from  the  pastor  of  the  parish  in  which  they 
reside. 

4.  The person must not be in any situation which may compromise 
their  ability to fully participate in the Church’s sacramental life. 
For instance, if married, their marriage must be a valid sacrament 
in the Church.

5. The person must be 16 years of age or older.

6. The person chosen cannot be a Roman Catholic who has elected  
to leave the Catholic Church and practice another faith, since this 
contradicts the primary role of a sacramental sponsor in the Church. 

7. Parents  cannot  act  as  sponsors  for  their  own  children’s 
baptism. 

For Baptism, only one godparent is   required  . If you choose to have 
only one godparent,  he or she must  be a Catholic who fulfills  the 
above  requirements.  Most  people,  however,  choose  to  have  two 
godparents for their child. If you choose to have two godparents, it is  
necessary to have   one male and one female.   

In the  event  that  you have  a  friend  or  relative  who  is  a  baptized 
Christian  and you believe  that  they  would  be  a  good example  of 
Christian faith well lived for your child,  that person may act as a 
Christian Witness to baptism as long as the sponsor is a Catholic. 
The  Christian  witness  must  provide  proof  of  their  Baptism,  and 
should get a note from their own pastor or minister, stating that they 
are active participants in their church. Please note that a Christian  
Witness may not be a non-practicing Catholic nor may they be a  
baptized  Catholic  who  has  chosen  to  practice  another  faith.  
Further, a “Christian Witness” cannot function as a sponsor for the  
Sacrament of Confirmation. 



We hope that the above will give you a clearer understanding of 
the role of a sacramental sponsor and will  help you in making 
your choice of a godparent for your baby, or in choosing sponsors 
for Confirmation. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

The  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation  of  Adults (RCIA)  is  a  liturgical, 
sacramental and catechetical formation process for those adults who 
sincerely desire to become Catholics or for baptized Catholics who 
never  completed  their  sacramental  initiation  into  the  Church  by 
Confirmation and Eucharist.  Please call  the parish  office  for more 
information.

The RCIA Adapted for Children

Children who have reached  the age  of  reason (about  six  or  seven 
years old) but have not been baptized are enrolled in an adapted and 
age-appropriate  version  of  the  RCIA,  sometimes  called  the RCIC. 
Please call the parish office for more information. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

“If you forgive sins, they are forgiven. If you hold them bound, they 
are held bound.” (John 20:22).

Christ established this sacrament so that we might know His mercy 
and love. In the  Sacrament of Reconciliation, the human spirit, 
wounded by sin, is healed and restored to God’s friendship. In 
keeping with the long tradition of the Church, we encourage you 
to celebrate this sacrament at least annually during Lent but we 
hope that you will make more frequent use of it as a means of 
spiritual growth. 

The Sacrament  of  Reconciliation  is  celebrated  weekly  between 
4:00 and 5:00 PM on Saturday or by appointment with any 
of the parish priests. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation



For information concerning our religious education program leading 
to Confirmation for children, please feel free to contact  our Director 
of Catechetical Formation, Sr. Christine Quense at 908-725-0552,  
extension 810, or by email at stbchocf@aol.com 

For  information  regarding  adult  formation  for  the  Sacrament  of 
Confirmation, please call the parish office.

The Sacrament of Matrimony

Congratulations on your upcoming wedding!
Marriage is a sacrament, a sign of Christ and the Church and as such 

is a very important part of the Christian life. In marriage formation we 
strive to prepare a couple to enter into this sacrament in such a way 

that they not only better understand the married state but also joyfully 
accept it as a high calling and vocation leading to God. 

Some important, practical information:According to the Common 
Policy for the Catholic dioceses of New Jersey, marriage formation 
should  begin  one  year  prior  to  the  wedding.  To  begin  your 
preparation, we ask that you call  Rose Vivinetti or Donna Blanton 
at the Parish Office (908-725-0552, ext. 802 or 818). At that time, 

preliminary  information will  be  taken to  register you for  the 
sacrament  and help  you to  secure  your  date.  Our Pastor,  Fr. 
Joseph  Celano,  our  Parochial  Vicar,  Fr.  Tim  Lambert,  and 
our Deacon,  Gerry  Sims  are  available  to  preside  at  your 
wedding, witness your vows and guide you in your preparation.

The parish office will provide you with materials that will guide 
and assist you in the planning of your wedding liturgy and a 
copy  the  Parish  Directives  on  the  Celebration  of  the 
Sacrament. Your celebrant will  prepare you spiritually for the 
proper reception of this joyous sacrament and will also "walk 
you" through the wedding liturgy, explaining your options and 
providing suggestions.  

Barbara Sanderman, Director of Sacred Music is available 
to guide  you  in  your  choice  of appropriate  music  for  your 
liturgy. You will be given a list of suggested music (Wedding 
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Song List), which is just a place for you to start, a CD with that 
music performed by members of  Music Ministry,  and a form 
(Wedding Liturgy Music Selections) to chose the music you`d 
like. That form, with your requests and cantor selection should 
be returned to the Office of Music Ministry three months prior 
to  your  wedding.  The  Wedding  Song  List and  the  Wedding 
Liturgy Music Selection  form are also available  on our parish 
website, stbernardbridgewater.org.

Finally, you will be given a copy of the Pre-Cana or Living in  
Love schedule for all the parishes of the Diocese of Metuchen. 
This will  contain all the Pre-Cana’s that are scheduled in the 
parishes  of  our  Diocese  for  the  coming  year,  allowing  you 
enough  time  to  choose  a  convenient  time  and  place  to 
participate. Engaged Encounter information is also available in 
this schedule.

It is our privilege to serve you as you prepare for this joyous 
sacrament. Please feel free to contact us with any questions or 
concerns  you  may  have  throughout  your  time  of  wedding 
preparation.

The Sacrament of Holy Orders

Considering  the  priesthood,  diaconate  or  religious  life? Our 
pastor, Father Joe Celano served as the Vocations Director of 
the Diocese of Metuchen for a number of years and would be 
happy to spend time helping you discern what God is calling 
you to do. Call  his  Assistant, Rose Vivinetti  at  908-725-0552 
ext. 802 to arrange an appointment to speak with Fr. Joe. The 
Diocese of Metuchen`s  Office of Vocations website also has a 
wide variety of useful tools that may help in the discernment 
process.

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

In this sacrament, the Church prays for the healing of those who 
are seriously ill and also commends the soul of the dying to the 

http://www.diometuchen.org/vocations/message.html
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mercy  of  God.  This  sacrament  should  be  administered  to 
anyone  who  is  facing  serious  illness,  surgery  or  who  is  of 
advanced age.  It  is  also  extremely  important  that  a  priest  be 
called immediately whenever someone is in danger of death. We 
encourage you to call the Parish Office, or the Rectory if it is 
after hours, to call for a priest to administer the sacrament.

Pastoral visitation of the ill, the homebound,
 or those in senior care facilities

Currently, St. Bernard serves four assisted living and senior care 
facilities and ministers to the needs of the ill or elderly who are 
unable to join us at Sunday Mass. Please call the parish office to 
arrange  for  Holy  Communion to  be  brought  to  anyone who, 
because of age or condition, cannot come to Mass.

The celebration of the Rites of Christian Funerals

“In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims that God has 
created each person for eternal life and that the Son of God, through 
His own death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and 
death that bind humanity.” (OCF.#1)
The Order of Christian Funerals serves a two-fold purpose:  first, to 
commend the soul of the deceased to the mercy of God and second, to 
strengthen the faith  of  the bereaved in the  future  resurrection  and 
restoration of all  things in Christ.  Your parish clergy and staff,  the 
staff  of  St.  Bernard  Cemetery and Mausoleums,  together  with  our 
Bereavement  Ministry are  ready to assist  you through the difficult 
experience of loss. 

Once a funeral director has been selected, the arrangements with the 
parish for the celebration of the rites of burial, including the funeral 
Mass, are generally done by them. If you wish, parish clergy and our 
Director of Sacred Music will  help you to select  biblical  readings, 
sacred music and review other options with you for the celebration of 
the funeral. Our bereavement ministers will come to the vigil service  
(the wake) on behalf of the parish and attend the funeral if possible, to 
support you and yours in your loss.



Eulogies -  the reflection on the person’s life,  virtues,  and legacy - 
should  take place  in  the  context  of  faith.  It  is  the  policy  of  the 
Diocese of Metuchen that,  if  a eulogy is to be given,  it should be 
delivered by only one person and should be only a few minutes in 
duration. If the eulogy is to take place at Mass, a written copy of the 
text  must  be  submitted  to  the  celebrant  of  the  funeral  Mass  in 
advance. However, the preferred setting for a eulogy would be at the 
funeral home or at the grave-site, where family and friends may feel 
free to offer their thoughts and memories of the departed loved one.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
A Brief Description:
The  Pastoral  Council is  a 
visioning  body of  men  and 
women  who collaborate  with 
the  pastor,  the other  clergy  and 
the  parish  staff. Through  prayer 
and discernment, the  Council 
invites  and challenges  the 
people  of  St. Bernard  Church 
to  hear,  to understand and to 
journey  toward the fullness of the 
Christian  life  as it  is  proclaimed 
by the Word and taught  by  the 
Church.



Activities:
The  St.  Bernard  Pastoral  Council is  a  body of  prayer,  study and 
parish  focused  reflection.  Generally,  that  means  Pastoral  Council 
members pray for the parish, study Church documents in relation to 
pastoral life,  then reflect  on where our parish is in relation to that 
teaching. They then develop and execute any actions they believe are 
necessary to improve the pastoral life of the parish and/or to ensure its 
long-term  care  and  nourishment  as  a  living,  breathing  body.  The 
Pastoral Council also assists in the pastoral planning of the parish - 
how we as a parish call people to a deeper, more personal relationship 
with the person of Jesus Christ, to a deeper fullness of human dignity 
and to  a  more  profound  living  out  of  their  baptismal  vocation  as 
children of God. In this regard, the Pastoral Council has an ongoing 
"Vocational  Awareness  Initiative" which  helps  parishioners  to 
understand their Christian identity and mission. 

Training and Experience Required: 
Pastoral Council members each have prior experience in at least one 
parish ministry. Formation of members is an ongoing process of the 
Pastoral Council. Various books and other publications are read and 
videos watched and then discussed. 

Membership: 
Generally, new members are invited by the pastor or the Council and 
must  be  interviewed before  beginning their  term.  Pastoral  Council 
members  are  asked  to  serve  a  three-year  term,  with  three  or  four 
people rotating on and off the council each year. There are usually 12-
15 people serving on the Council at one time.

Time Commitment:
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of every month.  Members 
are also expected to occasionally participate in other planned Council 
or parish activities.

Contact: 
Parish Office at 908-725-0552



THE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
A Brief Description:
The St. Bernard’s Stewardship Council seeks to cultivate an attitude 
of good stewardship across our parish and to motivate parishioners to 
become stewardship disciples through their commitment to gratefully 
share God’s gifts in proportion to what they have received. This spirit  
of generosity grows out of our belief that all we have and all we are 
has been entrusted to us as a gift from God. Becoming stewardship 
disciples is a response to the blessings God has bestowed upon us.
 
Who can help?
All adult parishioners that feel called to serve are welcome.
  
Activities: 
The  Council  plans  and  conducts  a  stewardship  fair approximately 
every  two years,  which  allows  the various  parish  ministries  to  be 
highlighted.  The  Council  publishes  and  prepares  articles  for  the 
bulletin insert  “Stewardship in Action” which is distributed monthly 
through our bulletin on Stewardship Sunday. Various adult and youth 
centered activities are also conducted throughout the year.
 
Experience Necessary:  
Interested persons must possess a willingness to learn the concepts of 
stewardship and should have reasonable planning, organizational and 
communication skills.
 
Training Required: A facilitator will lead a formation period which 
is spent reading and discussing a variety of documents on the nature 
of stewardship. 

Time Commitment:
Council members serve a three year commitment. Meetings are held 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, September to June. 
Members  are  expected  to  participate  in  some  additional  Council 
activities.

Contact: 



Deacon Gerry Sims at (908) 725-0552, ext. 805

FINANCE COUNCIL
A Brief Description: 
The Finance  Council is  an  advisory  and  consultative  body to  the 
pastor in matters pertaining to the ordinary and extraordinary matters 
of  financial  administration.  The Council  shares with the pastor  the 
responsibility for prudent administration of financial affairs and the 
formation  of  its  policies  and  procedures  in  service  to  effective 
management of parish assets.

Who can serve? 
Those parishioner's who have a background in finance, budgeting  or 
administration  and  a  general  desire  to  help  provide  assistance  in 
guiding  the  overall  financial  direction  of  the  parish  would  be  an 
excellent choice to serve.

Activities: 
Monthly  Council  meetings  are  held  nine  months  during  the  year, 
typically September to May. Sub-committee meetings are held on an 
“as needed” basis. Project leadership is on a volunteer basis. 

Experience Necessary: 
A background in financial or budgeting processes is helpful but not 
necessary. 

Training Required:
A three month formation period consisting of a series of facilitated 
meetings is spent reading and discussing a variety of documents on 
the nature of stewardship.

Time Commitment: 
Typically, a time commitment of three hours per month is involved. 

Contact: 
Bernie Mc Elroy at 908-526-8949

THE FIVE COMMISSIONS
St. Bernard's five pastoral life commissions flow out of the Pastoral 
and Stewardship Councils. These are based on the five main pillars of 



the Christian mission - evangelization, catechesis, worship, service to  
the needy and poor, and building up the Body of Christ, the Church.

The  Pastoral  Life  Commissions serve  through  prayer,  study  and 
parish-focused reflection. They explore the larger issues involved in 
ministry and work in cooperation with our pastor, councils and parish 
staff  to  bring  about  greater  cohesion  and direction  to  the  pastoral 
activities of the parish. All pastoral programs within the parish are 
now located within one of these commissions, whose listings grow as 
the  pastoral  life  commissions help  identify areas  of  pastoral  need. 
Proposals  for  new  ministries,  programs  or  parish  projects  are 
generally  brought  before  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Stewardship  and 
Pastoral  Councils.  Its  purpose,  who  would  be  involved  and  the 
required resources needed both physically  and financially,  are then 
discussed and reflected upon, until  a consensus for action is made. 
These proposals are then submitted to the pastor and parish staff for 
approval and implementation.

The Commission for Evangelization
Evangelization is the primary mission of the Church. This 

commission studies the fundamental issues that surround the 
work of evangelization, especially on the parochial level. It also 

examines several important questions that pertain to it, including 
outreach to estranged or inactive Catholics and the nurturing of 
ecumenical and inter-religious dialog in the larger community. 

This commission also actively develops and implements programs 
to that end. Ministries included under this commission include: 
the Ecumenical Board, Public Relations Committee, the Parish 

Bulletin, Men's/Women's Cornerstone Retreats, the Beloved 
retreat, New Beginnings,  New Friends,

 Women's Prayer Group.

BELOVED
A Brief Description:
The Beloved Community is a group of parishioners who have shared 
their faith journey on a weekend  Beloved Retreat and continue that 
journey  together  through  ongoing  social  and  spiritual  events 
throughout the year.



Activities: 
Some members of the Beloved Community are members of a retreat 
team for organizing and presenting the annual Beloved Retreat. Other 
members  organize  ongoing  social  and  spiritual  events. Small  faith 
communities,  groups that  meet  on a regular basis in one another’s 
homes for prayer and scripture study are also available.

Who Can Participate? 
All  adult  parishioners  are  welcome  to  attend  the  annual  Beloved 
Retreat and thereby become a member of the Beloved Community.

Time Commitment:
The annual retreat is on one weekend, running from Friday evening 
through  Sunday afternoon.  The  social/spiritual  activities  are  on  an 
evening or morning once per month but attendance at any given event 
is not required. If one chooses to join a small faith community, how 
often that community meets is determined by its members.

Contact: 
Karen Castellon at (908)722-8372 or email 
karencastellon@optonline.net

ECUMENICAL BOARD
A Brief Description: 
As its name implies, the Ecumenical Board attempts to build bridges 
to local Christian churches and other communities of faith. To date, 
the  primary  work  of  the  board  has  been  to  arrange  joint  prayer 
services, lectures and social events with the North Branch Reformed 
Church.  
 

Who can serve or participate?  
Any parishioner who is well-grounded in their own Catholic faith and 
who has an interest in working toward understanding and cooperation 
among Christian churches would be ideal for participation.
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Activities:  Monthly  meetings  are  held  nine  months  of  the  year 
(typically September to May). Sub-committee are held meetings on 
an “as needed” basis. 

Experience Necessary: 
None. 
 
Training Required:
New members will be provided with reading material on Ecumenism.  
 
Time Commitment:
Time commitment is one evening per month for the Board meeting 
plus a limited amount of time on occasional projects as they arise.
 
Contact:
Mr. Bill Funkhouser at 908-685-0090 or email 
wfunkhouser@immaculatahighschool.org 

PARISH BULLETIN AND WEB SITE
A Brief Description: 
The Parish Sunday Bulletin is published weekly and is distributed at 
all  weekend Masses.  We encourage you to take  the bulletin  home 
every week and read it so that you can stay informed on events taking 
place in the parish. The parish bulletin, which is also posted on the 
parish website weekly (stbernardbridgewater.org), also contains key 
contact and ministry information. 

Who may be involved? 
All  those group or ministry facilitators and parishioners who have 
articles to contribute  to the bulletin may submit  them to  Christine 
Yarwood at cyarwood@verizon.net or may also leave information in 
the bulletin mailbox in the parish office.  You may also contact the 
parish office staff for assistance. Bulletin articles are due no later 

than  Noon  Monday for  publication  in  the  upcoming  Sunday's 
bulletin.  

Contact: 



Christine Yarwood via email  cyarwood@verizon.net  for the bulletin 
and Rose Vivinetti at amanti@optonline for the website.

The Parish Website is administered directly through the parish office 
and is frequently updated with news and information. 

You can also find a pdf version of our weekly bulletin online. Our 
internet address is www.stbernardbridgewater.org. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS MINISTRY
A Brief Description: 
This ministry encourages  parishioners to use their God given talents 
to promote the activities and positive message of St. Bernard parish.

Activities:
Members of this ministry may write press releases and articles for the 
bulletin  and  local  media  and  also  attend  parish  activities  and 
photograph the event. Individuals may need to meet with members of 
the clergy, staff and parish to highlight the good news of St. Bernard.

Who Can Participate?
Anyone who loves to write, talk to people or take pictures is welcome 
to share their talents.

Experience Necessary:
Required is a friendly personality. No other experience needed.

Time Commitment:
There are no regular meetings but we do get together occasionally to 
learn about upcoming activities. Involvement is as time allows on an 
individual basis.

Contact:
Deacon Gerry Sims at (908) 725-0552, ext 805 or email 
gcsims@msn.com

WOMEN’S CORNERSTONE
A Brief Description:
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Women’s Cornerstone is a yearly retreat for the women of the parish 
facilitated by the women of the parish. It is a unique opportunity to 
take a weekend to build community while drawing closer to God.

Activities: 
Retreat participants gather for one weekend to experience a time of 
prayer,  sharing  and  fellowship.  Retreatants  can  then  choose  to 
continue on as a team member for the next retreat or as a minister of 
hospitality for future retreats.

Who may participate? 
Any female Catholic over the age of 20 may attend the retreat. Any 
woman who has already attended the Cornerstone retreat may become 
a team member or volunteer.

Experience Necessary:
An open mind and willing heart is all that are necessary to attend the 
Women’s Cornerstone Retreat. Previous attendance at Cornerstone is 
required to serve as a team member.

Time Commitment:
One weekend, Friday evening to Saturday evening, and willingness to 
embark on a faith journey with the women of your retreat is all the 
time  you  will  need.  Team  members  commit  to  three  months  of 
meetings  prior  to  the  weekend  and  follow-up  prayer  meetings 
afterward.

Contact: 
Parish Office at (908) 725-0552

The Commission for Catechetical Formation 
This commission works cooperatively with the pastor and the 

Office of Catechetical Formation to provide support to religious 
education and faith formation to parishioners of all ages. The 
ministries under this commission include: Adult Spirituality, 

Baptism Preparation, Catechetical Formation, Father Barton 
Parish Library, Senior High Youth Group, “The Edge” Junior 

High Youth Group and Ministry Formation.

OFFICE OF CATECHETICAL FORMATION
A Brief Description: 



Under the guidance of the  Sisters of Jesus Our Hope,  St.  Bernard 
provides sound Religious Education to children in the first through 
eighth grades. Our program enrollment increases every year as do our 
efforts to better serve our children and their families. The mission of 
catechesis is to guide our children into the fullness of the Christian 
life  by  assisting  them  in  developing  a  personal  relationship  with 
Christ within the community of the Catholic Church as based on the 
constant teaching of the Church.

Who may participate/help? 
Catechists  (teachers)  and  classroom  aides  should  be  registered 
parishioners who regularly attend Mass. Anyone who is committed to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and who is willing to share his/her faith 
with our students is welcome.  Volunteers are also needed to serve as 
hall monitors, office help and child care providers.

Activities: 
Religious Education classes are held weekly from September through 
May.  Meetings  and  special  events  are  scheduled  throughout  the 
school year especially for the grades in which children receive the 
Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation.

Experience Necessary: 
Any experience working with children is helpful in our program but 
not required. A person who is faithful to the teachings of the Church, 
active  in  the  sacramental  life  of  the  Church  and is  able,  with  the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to articulate his/her faith experiences is 
qualified to teach in our program.

Training Required:
Catechist  and New Catechist  meetings are  held before  the start  of 
classes each year. The Director of Religious Education often meets 
with individual catechists during the school year to provide guidance 
and  assistance.  Classes  are  offered  during  the  year  for  Diocesan 
Catechist  Accreditation in  Religious  Education.  According  to 
diocesan  regulations,  anyone  working  with  children  must  also 
complete the Protecting God's Children (Virtus) training.  In order to 
create a safe environment for children, we also require fingerprinting 
and a criminal background check.



Time Commitment: 
Classes meet weekly during the school year for one hour and fifteen 
minutes.  Additional time, about an hour each week, is necessary to 
review and prepare lesson plans, communicate with co-catechists and 
the Catechetical  Formation  staff  and  work with parents.  For  those 
assisting  as  hall  monitors,  office  help  or  child  care  providers,  the 
commitment is usually limited to class time only. Substitute catechists 
fill in periodically throughout the year.

Contact: 
Sister Christine Quense, SJH, email stbchocf@aol.com  or at (908) 
725-0552, ext. 810

ST. BERNARD PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
A Brief Description:
St. Bernard Preschool and Kindergarten is a Catholic early childhood 
education center founded on the principles of academic excellence,  
personal care and Catholic faith and values. Our programs are tailored 
to serve your needs. Both full and half day programs are available 
from September through June. Full day Kindergarten includes before 
and after care. Full day hours are 7:30 am to 5:30 pm. Children must 
be at least three and a half years old to attend.

Who Can Come/Help?
Those employed must be certified in Early Childhood education.
 
Activities:
Included  are  appropriate  developmental  activities  -  academics, 
religion, music, gymnastics, computers etc.
 
Experience Necessary:
All teachers must be certified. All employees, including assistants etc. 
must obtain CEU’s on an annual basis. First aid & CPR training is 
preferred. Fingerprinting & criminal background checks are required 
as well as Virtus training.
 
Contact:
Mrs. Barbara Turse, Director at 908-725-0552, ext. 813

YOUTH MINISTRY 



A Brief Description: 
This ministry provides a faith based youth community for high school 
and junior  high youth.  High school  youth also  have the option  to 
participate in a Service and Leadership Team (SALT).

Who Can Come/Help? 
Young, energetic adults who work well with teens can help at weekly 
meetings.  Parents  and  older  adults  can  help  as  a  support  system 
(driving,  helping  with  fundraising).  All  youth  grades  7-12  are 
welcome to attend events, respective to their grade level. 

Activities:
High  School  Youth  Group meets  weekly  and  needs  help  Sunday 
evenings and after the Youth Mass. Tuesday night meetings are small, 
and do not need help at this time. Activities also include an annual 
tree  sale  fundraiser,  annual  retreat,  service  trips  and  projects,  the 
monthly  Youth  Mass  and  more.  Junior  High  group "The  EDGE" 
meets monthly, usually on the first Tuesday of the month.

Experience Necessary: 
The Protecting  God's  Children course  with  fingerprinting  and 
background checks is necessary for full participation (though not for 
inquiry). Ease with teens and comfort with basic theology is essential, 
and prior experience as a mentor, teacher or youth worker is helpful.  

Training Required:
Experience is helpful, and hands-on training is part of the ministry.  

Time Commitment:
Expect  to  serve  one  Sunday  afternoon  or  two  Sunday  evenings  a 
month for two hours. There is always need for some occasional help 
with fundraisers or special events. Also, men are needed to help with 
the  Edge junior high meetings just six to eight times a year, on the 
first Tuesday of the month from 7-9 pm.

Contact: 
Christine  Dalessio,  Director  of  Youth Ministry -  (908) 725-0552 x 
804 or via email  8twelve@gmail.com 

The Commission for Liturgy and Worship 
The life and mission of the Church finds its source and summit in 



Liturgy, especially in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
This commission studies the liturgical documents and the Rites of 

the Church and works to nurture the spirituality of the parish. 
The ministries under this commission include: Altar Servers, 
Adult Altar Servers, Children's Liturgy of the Word, Choir, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Liturgical Environment, Ministers of 
Hospitality, Readers, Right of Christian Initiation (RCIA) 

and  Sacristan.

ALTAR SERVERS
Brief Description: 
We  provide  altar  servers  for  weekend  Masses,  holy  days,  and 
weddings.

Who may serve? 
Any child who has received First Holy Communion may serve.

Activities: 
Altar servers serve at Mass along with two or three other servers.

Training Required: 
New servers attend three, one hour mandatory training , which will be 
provided. When serving, they will be paired with more experienced 
helpers.

Time Commitment: 
Altar servers must be willing to serve once a month at a Mass time of 
their preference and occasionally serve at a holy day Mass if they are 
available. Arrival should be at least 10 to 15 minutes before Mass.  
                                                                            
Contact:
Parish Office at 908-725-0552

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Brief Description:
According to liturgical norms, children attending Sunday Mass should 
be  able  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  during  the  Liturgy  in  an  age-
appropriate manner. This Children’s Liturgy of the Word takes place 
every Sunday during the 10:30 am Mass. 
Who may participate?



Any child up to third grade may attend the Children’s Liturgy service. 
Those leading the group should be trained as leaders, be willing and 
able to proclaim the Word of God and explain its meaning to children 
in a way that will be useful to them.

Experience Necessary:
One should be good with children, read well and have the ability to 
give a short talk on the readings of the day.

Training Required:
Reader training and additional training will be given as needed.

Time Commitment:
Children’s  Liturgy  takes  place  each  Sunday  during  the  10:30  am 
Mass.  Ministers  serve  on  a  rotating  basisSome  additional  time  is 
needed to prepare reading/talk.

Contact:
Deacon Pat Cline via the Parish Office at (908)725-0552

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Brief description: 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are lay men and women 
mandated by the bishop to assist the clergy in the distribution of Holy 
Eucharist. They assist the priest at Mass, and bring Holy Communion 
to the sick, the homebound and those in care facilities when the priest 
cannot.  Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion are mandated 
for a period of two years and may only function as such within the 
parish they serve.
 
Who may serve? 
To serve one needs to be a  registered  parishioner  over  the age of 
eighteen,  a  fully  initiated  Catholic,  uncompromised in  sacramental 
life and living in a manner consistent with Catholic faith and morals.

Activities: 
“EMs” distribute communion to our parishioners during weekend and 
holy day Masses. When serving at Mass, Eucharistic Ministers also 
greet and welcome parishioners and visitors as they arrive at Church. 

Training Required: 



Attendance at a two hour training session is required. Participation in 
Occasional Days of Prayer and Reflection with on-going formation 
sessions are also required during the year. 

Time Commitment:
On average, Ministers are scheduled to serve at two to three Masses  
each  month.  Requests  to  serve  at  specific  Masses  are  taken  into 
consideration when scheduling.

Contact: Bonnie and John Henry via email jbhenry@optonline.net  
or at (908) 218-0424

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY/USHERS
A Brief Description: 
These ministers assist and aid the parishioners, as well as the priest 
and other liturgical ministers during regularly scheduled and special 
Masses. They greet the people as they enter church, assist  them in 
finding seats, conduct the collection, organize the presentation of the 
gifts, monitor seating and deal with any problems that may arise.

Who may serve? 
Anyone, 8 to 80, male or female may serve.  All are welcome.

Training Required: 
Instructions will be provided prior to any service. New greeters will 
be assigned to an experienced team.

Time Commitment: 
Service is usually one Mass per week with an occasional second Mass 
during a holiday season, Holy Day of Obligation or a special event.

Contact: 
Robert Grill at 908-256-2789 (cell) or 908-218-9568 (home)

MUSIC MINISTRY
A Brief Description: 
The  Parish  Choir rehearses  weekly  and  sings  for  one  mass  each 
Sunday on a rotating basis. The Children's Choir, grades three - eight, 
rehearses  weekly,  sings  monthly  and  participates  in  a  Children's 
Choir Festival in the spring. Cantor ministry consists of experienced 
singers who lead song at mass. Youth in grades 8-12 and beyond who 
sing or play an instrument may be part of the  Youth Music Group. 
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They  rehearse  weekly  and  sing  and  play  at  Mass  monthly. 
Instrumentalists are  individuals  who  have  experience  with  an 
instrument and would like to play for Mass. Instrument rehearsal is 
usually the first and third Thursdays of the month at 4 pm. Rehearsals 
and Mass assignments can be flexible. 

Who may participate?
Anyone  who  has  an  interest  or  experience  in  music,  willing  to 
participate  in  necessary  rehearsals  and  is  available  for  scheduled 
masses for their chosen group is welcome.

Activities: 
Included in service in this ministry is singing or playing an instrument 
at Mass and occasionally at other liturgies.

Experience Necessary: 
No experience is necessary for choirs. At least two years or more of  
serious music study is necessary for instrumentalists.

Training Required: 
Attendance at rehearsals is required.

Time Commitment: 
Time  commitment  varies  depending  on  the  group.  Most  require  a 
weekly rehearsal and service at one Mass per month.

Contact: 
Barbara Sanderman at the parish office (908) 725-0552, ext 807 or 
email Qirdredr@aol,com

READERS
A Brief Description:
Readers proclaim the Word of God during Mass.

Who may serve?
Any parishioner who is a fully initiated Catholic, uncompromised in 
sacramental life, and who lives a life consistent with Catholic faith 
and morals may serve as a Reader. In addition, one should possess 
good oral communication skills, have a level of comfort in front of 
people and a love for the Word of God.



Experience Necessary:
A good speaking voice, willingness to commit to preparing readings, 
availability for various Mass times, and sincere enthusiasm for God’s 
Word and Holy Mass are necessary. 

Training Required:
Anyone  interested  must  attend  a  one  day  training  session  and  be 
available for periodic follow-up sessions.

Contact:
Marie Pierce via e-mail repierce@optonline.net 

The Commission for Christian Service 
The Church is a community commanded to serve in the name of 
Jesus Christ, in ways deeply rooted in the Gospel and the values 

that flow from it, specifically human life, justice and peace.  
This commission studies Church teaching regarding these issues, 

educates the parish in these areas, and calls parishioners to a 
greater Gospel witness of the defining moral issues of our time. 

Ministries under this commission include: Blood Drive; Care 
Facility Visitation Ministry; Crop Walk; Interfaith Hospitality 

Network, Prolife Awareness; SHIP Mobile Soup Kitchens.

BLOOD DRIVE
A Brief Description:
The  Blood Bank is  the ministry which helps  replenish local  blood 
banks and assists those in need of blood and blood products.

Activities:
Individuals may give blood every other month at the blood drive in 
the  parish  center,  volunteer  to  help  welcome  donors,  man  the 
refreshment area or coordinate with the local blood collection service.

Experience Required:
Donors need to have a physical ability and desire to donate. Friendly 
personality and basic organizational skills are expected in volunteers.

Training Required:
Training is given as necessary for volunteers.
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Time Commitment:
The opportunity to donate blood is available every other month. An 
hour is needed to donate and a few hours to volunteer to help.

Contact:
Laura Moskaluk  email lmosk75@optonline.net  

CROP WALK TO END WORLD HUNGER
A Brief Description:
This  worldwide annual  walk, sponsored by Church World Service, 
raises funds to feed the hungry around the world.

Who may participate?
Church members of all ages are welcome to walk or sponsor walkers.

Activities:
Help  is  needed  behind  the  scenes  picking  up  materials,  hanging 
posters,  preparing  forms,  recruiting  for  the  sign-up  table  and 
connecting with potential walkers. Ministry members are needed to 
speak at Mass, collect funds raised and keep records. 

Time Commitment:
Only one organizational meeting is required. Volunteers are needed to 
man registration table after all Masses for three weekends. Finally, for 
walkers - a five mile walk, for sponsors - a donation for a walker.

Contact: 
Barbara Coscia, email Barbara8834@hotmail.com or (908) 393-1095

INTER-FAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
A Brief Description:
The  Interfaith  Hospitality  Network is  composed  of  several  church 
communities which have banded together to follow Jesus’ command 
to shelter the homeless. St. Bernard is one of the member churches.  
Temporarily displaced families in Somerset County are referred to the 
IHN. They are then given shelter for up to eight weeks, one week in 
each of the participating local churches. A different participant in the 
network also gives these families assistance in finding employment 
and a new place to live.

mailto:Barbara8834@hotmail.com
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Who Can Participate? 
There are many ways that teenagers and adults can take part. Children 
are also welcome if there is an adult to supervise.

Activities: 
The parish provides food and shelter for a period of one week during 
each eight week cycle.  FOOD - Parishioners are needed to prepare 
dinners  for  our  guests. Each  night  of  the  week  has  a  team  of 
volunteers and so each team member prepares only one dish for one 
night.  SHELTER - The families are not at St. Bernard during the day, 
but  sleep in the meeting rooms in the lower part  of  our church  at  
night. Evening hosts are needed to be with the families during dinner 
and until  9:00 pm. Overnight  hosts sleep in the church and are on 
duty from 9:00 pm until 6:00 am. A morning host wakes the families 
and sees them off.

Training Required: 
The duties and responsibilities will be explained to you.  A contact 
number will be provided in case of any problems. 

Time Commitment: 
For those preparing food, the time it takes to prepare and deliver one 
dish,  every  eight  weeks. For  the evening  and overnight  hosts,  one 
night every other eight week cycle, i.e., three to four nights per year.

Contact: 
Deacon Gerry Sims at (908) 725-0552, ext. 805

PRO-LIFE AWARENESS
A Brief Description: 
This is a ministry dedicated to communicating issues or programs that 
support  the  Church’s  teaching  on  the  dignity  and  respect  for  all 
human life and the action we can take. As lay persons we strive to 
deepen the respect for all human life in our working world through a 
life  of  prayer,  frequent  participation  in  the  sacraments,  receiving 
doctrinal formation and the practice of giving of self in the service to 
the Body of Christ.



Who may participate? 
Any person motivated with a passion to deepen the respect for human 
life would be a great asset to this ministry.

Activities: 
Activities consist of assisting in the promotion of awareness (letters, 
bulletins,  inserts,  meetings,  e-mailing  etc.)  of  issues  that  threaten 
human life.  Members would participate in programs or efforts that 
promote the dignity and love of neighbor  at  the parish and public 
level and would attend Prolife Activities (information and education) 
in the Diocese, supporting their efforts in our parish and community 
and volunteering at specific agencies or programs that support Prolife.

Experience Necessary: 
All that is needed is the love of Christ and His Body the Church! 

Training Required: 
There is ongoing training in public issues and education in programs 
offered by Diocese or Church.

Time Commitment:
Time commitment is flexible and depends on your level of interest.

Contact: 
Fredrick D. Cobb, email fredcobb@earthlink.net or (908) 963-9739

SHIP MOBILE SOUP KITCHEN/FOOD COLLECTION
A Brief Description: 
SHIP is an acronym for Samaritan Homeless Interim Program The 
SHIP office is located in Somerville and is run by Tom O'Leary. Our 
service has two branches: food collection and the mobile soup kitchen. 
Our  food  collection takes  place  once  a  month.  Volunteers  cook 
casseroles from prescribed recipes and drop them off at the Church. 
Donations of the industrial size vegetables, fruit, etc. as well as juice 
boxes and water bottles are also accepted. Recipes are found at the 
church  website.  The  mobile  soup kitchen is  a  fully  equipped food 
service truck. Volunteers drive into Manville every Thursday and into 
Somerville  every  second and fourth  Wednesday to serve  dinner  to 
anyone  who  asks.  The  soup  kitchen  needs  drivers  and  servers  to 
adequately serve our patrons.



Who may participate? 
Drivers  must  be at  least  21 years  of age and have a valid  driver's 
license. No one under the age of 16 is allowed in the truck when in 
motion. If under 16, servers must be at least 12 years old and must be 
accompanied by a parent.  Cooks may provide casseroles whenever 
they can, according to the collection schedule. 

Activities:
The  mobile  soup  kitchen  serves  prepared  foods  to  anyone  who 
approaches the truck. Foods are prepared by SHIP volunteers who at  
their convenience cook a variety of casseroles in their homes from a 
prescribed list of recipes. They then bring their frozen casseroles to 
the Church according to the collection schedule.

Training Required: 
For insurance, drivers must be trained to drive the truck and must be 
added to the driving list. Driver training consists of an hour or two at 
a mutually convenience time. Servers may be trained "on the job."

Time Commitment: 
Cooks provide casseroles once a month. Drivers and servers volunteer 
on a  rotating basis.  Drivers  usually  drive the truck once every six 
weeks.  The  servers  usually  serve  once  every  eight  weeks.  Drivers 
volunteer approximately two hours of time and servers one hour. 

Contact: 
Mobile Soup Kitchen: Marie Cinque, email mctomcat@msn.com  
Food Collection: Maureen Hurley, email jack.hurley@att.net 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY  
MONTHLY COLLECTION FOR THE SOMERSET 

COUNTY FOOD NETWORK
A Brief Description: 
Volunteers  coordinate,  gather  and  deliver  food  and  personal  care 
items donated during the monthly social concerns collection, which 
takes place on the second Sunday of the month.

Activities: Volunteers work with a partner to help pick-up, count and 
deliver contributions to the food bank in the days following our 
monthly parish collection. 



Time Commitment: 
Once a month time is needed to count, collect and deliver food to the 
Food Bank. It should take one to two hours depending on the amount.

Contact:Mary Ann Stevens at (908) 526-1713 or via email 
mairstevens@optonline.net

The Commission for Christian Community –
The Church by definition is a community, yet we face challenges 
as our parish grows larger and more diverse. More than a social 
committee, this commission examines the larger issues that affect 

the parish community, including those of hospitality, inclusion 
and service to those with special needs. 

This commission plans and executes programs to that end. 
Among the activities sponsored by the Commission for Christian 

Community are an annual fish fry, parish picnic and dance.
The ministries under this commission include: Singles Alive in 

Christ, Divorced/Separated Support Group, Hospitality 
Committee, Lazarus Ministry, Men's Club, Mom's Group, Visitors 

to the Homebound and Young Builders Club.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
A Brief Description:
The  commission  consists  of  caring  parishioners  who  reach  out  to 
bereaved families by attending wake services and/or funerals.

Who may participate?
Anyone with an hour to spare and willingness to journey with those 
who are grieving may serve.
 
Experience Necessary:
One must be at ease at a wake or funeral setting and have the ability  
to show compassion to those who have recently suffered a loss.

Training Required:
Training will be provided as needed and new ministers will be paired 
with more experience members of the team.

Time Commitment:
The time commitment is minimal and depends on availability. Wake 
services last about an hour and those available during the day may be 
asked to attend an occasional funeral.
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Contact:
Vince Riello, via the Parish Office at (908) 725-0552

CHRISTIAN WORD MINISTRY
A Brief Description:
This group of like-minded parishioners wants to build community and 
reach  out  to  others  through  cards  and  words  of  encouragement, 
celebration and condolence.

Activities: 
Anyone with some time to spare and the desire to make a difference 
may place themselves on the list of those available to write notes and 
cards  when  the  need  arises.  Those  involved  are  contacted  by  the 
parish  staff  when  they  become  aware  of  a  death,  birth,  wedding, 
anniversary or time of struggle within the parish family. The letter is 
written and returned to the parish office or mailed directly.

Time Commitment:
This varies depending on the availability of the person. This could be 
the perfect ministry for stay-at-home mom, retired person or anyone 
who has a little free time during the day.

Contact:
Parish Office at (908) 725-0552

C.Y.O.BASKETBALL
A Brief Description: 
CYO Basketball consists of youth, focused on learning and playing 
the game of basketball. The program runs from grades third through 
high school with main focus on fourth through eighth grades. Players, 
parents and coaches travel to various diocesan parishes and play other 
CYO teams in their appropriate grade bracket.  We also play home 
games  in  our  gym  above  the  cafeteria.  The  season  runs  from 
Thanksgiving to the middle of March.
Who may participate?  
Any child enrolled in CFC or Catholic School and their parents may 
participate. High school participants need to be parishioners.



Activities: 
We practice basketball and play home and away games against other 
parishes.

Experience Necessary: 
Children require no training if third through fifth grade. We strongly 
recommend experience from sixth through eighth or the children may 
be overwhelmed by skill level of the players around them.

Training Required: 
The  children  require  no  training,  but  should  show up for  practice 
every week.  Coaches need to be finger printed and must attend Virtus 
Training and the Rutgers Coaches Training.

Time Commitment: 
Teams have one hour of practice  and two hours for a game every 
Saturday. Parents are expected to volunteer their time to help with the 
responsibilities of maintaining the program such as collect admission 
fees at the door, keeping the score book and running the clock. We 
also need coverage selling drinks and snacks in the cafeteria.

Contact: 
Bill Brophy at (908)  218-5036 or email Brophyfamily@optonline.net
Rob Bonjione  - email  rbonjionecpa@optonline.net

DOUGHNUT SUNDAY
A Brief Description:
Doughnut  Sunday is  a  purely  social  event  held  once  a  month 
following the 10:30 am Mass.  Parishioners,  friends and family are 
invited to come to the Parish Center to enjoy doughnuts, juice and 
coffee while socializing with friends, old and new.

Who Can Come/Help? 
This is the perfect ministry for families, singles and young people as 
well.
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Activities: 
Each minister is part of a team that rotates the duties of Doughnut 
Sunday. In general each team picks up the doughnuts from a local 
bakery  and hosts  Doughnut  Sunday once every  three months.  The 
task is simple: Cut doughnuts in half; make coffee and tea, pour juice 
and clean up after. There are no other meetings or activities.  

Experience Necessary: 
There are absolutely no special skills needed. Those who are more 
social  can  mingle  and  chat  with  those  in  attendance  while  more 
reserved ministers can work behind the scenes. There is no cooking 
involved. 

Training Required: 
Helpers  need to know where we get  the doughnuts and where the 
different supplies are found in the Parish Center. Directions for using 
the large coffee makers are also provided.

Time Commitment: 
Three to four hours, one Sunday every three months is the average. 

Contact: 
Gerry Sims at (908) 725-0552, ext. 805 

GOLDEN STEWARDS
Brief Description: 
The original idea for this ministry was to present tapes of Advent and 
Lenten  programs that  occur in the evening,  to  seniors  who find it 
difficult  to  attend.  The  group  fosters  new  friendships  and  helps 
seniors become aware of other church,  county and diocesan senior 
activities and programs.

Who may participate? 
We  appreciate  anyone  willing  to  present  a  program  appealing  to 
seniors. Drivers are needed for the times we go off  campus. Once 
yearly, assistance is needed with a luncheon social. Finally, anyone 
motivated to help seniors stay active would be appreciated.

Activities: 
Golden  Stewards attend  12:10  mass  first  Monday  of  the  month 
(unless holiday week), followed by a bag lunch in Room C and then 



view and discuss tapes of the Adult Education Series provided by the 
parish. Trips are taken to local points of interest and information and 
materials that may be of interest to seniors are provided. 

Experience Necessary: 
All  that  is  required  is  the  desire  and the  ability  to  support  senior 
awareness.

Contacts: 
Marnette  Geoghegan  at  (908)  575-0978,  Flora  Costantini  at  (908) 
525-1634 or Ruth Dwyer at (908) 575-8452

MEN'S CLUB
Brief Description:
The Men’s Club is a great way to meet other men of the parish. Think 
of it as an opportunity to network within the parish. You will meet up 
with some of the men in the parish for an hour and a half to enjoy a 
good breakfast,  a  social  gathering  with  the  other  men  and  hear  a 
speaker on an interesting subject.  

Who may participate?
All you need to be a part of this group is to be a member of our parish 
interested in spending some time with other men of the parish on the 
second Saturday of the month. 

Activities: 
In addition to our monthly meetings the club sponsors  two annual 
awards. The Charlie Grill Award recognizes a man of the parish and 
the  Woman's  Appreciation  Award recognizes  a  woman  for  their 
contributions to St. Bernard and the community at large. There is also 
an Annual Golf Outing in September.

Time Commitment:
You will meet up with some men in the parish for an hour and a half 
on the second Saturday of each month to enjoy a good breakfast, a 
social gathering and hear a speaker on an interesting subject. There is 
no obligation to attend every month. 

Contact:
John Casey at (908) 534-2889 or email jlcasey@aol.com; Joe Stevens 
at (908) 526-1713 or email carpenterjoe@optonline.net 



MOM’S GROUP
A Brief Description:
An informal group of moms with children,  newborn through three 
years meet once per week on Tuesdays at 10:30 am, usually in Room 
D. Moms chat while the children play. When meeting location varies 
(outdoors in summer) the location is emailed to all moms.

Who may participate?
Any  mom  or  dad  with  children,  newborn  to  three  years  old  is 
welcome. All children may attend, but since most start preschool at  
age three, there are typically only younger children in the group.
 
Contact:
Nicole Woltschlaeger - email erikandnicole@msn.com or at (908) 
541-1745

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
A Brief Description: 
This  ministry  is  a  vehicle  for  contact  and  connection  within  our 
parish. Parishioners are given the materials to make small shawls that 
are then given to others who are sick,  grieving or in need of extra 
prayers from their faith family. Each shawl is prayed over by the one 
preparing it and then by at least two other members before it is given. 

Who may participate?
This is a ministry that can be done by any person, young or old at that 
person's own pace. There is no quota to fill - the important thing is 
that  the  garment  itself  is  an  extension  of  parish  life,  concern  and 
compassion. Donations of yarn are welcome.

Experience Necessary:
None. It is helpful to have some knitting or crocheting experience but 
anyone can be taught.

Time Commitment:
There is no deadline so ministry happens as your time allows.

Contact:
Helen Boyle at (908)725-6926
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DIVORCE &  BEYOND GROUP
A Brief Description: 
Divorce  and  Beyond is  a  program  for  people  who  are  already 
divorced or have filed for divorce. It examines what happens to most 
people going through the total  break-up of their  marriage.  It  helps 
divorced  people  to  understand  what  they  are  experiencing  and  to 
realize that others have gone through the same process.

Who may participate?
Volunteers should be a man or woman who has been divorced for 
several  years.  They  are  encouraged  to  journey  with  those 
experiencing  the  divorce  process.  Any  person  who  is  recently 
divorced or who has filed for divorce may come to find support and 
information.

Experience Necessary:
Volunteers  must  have  been  divorced  individuals,  able  to  relate  to 
others who are going through a divorce or separation. Compassionate, 
good listeners are excellent choices to take part in this ministry.

Training Required: 
Training, which is provided by the Diocese of Metuchen and other 
organizations is required. 

Time Commitment: 
Meetings are one day a week for one hour and a half during a ten 
week period in the Spring and Fall.

Contact:
Lidia Augello via the parish office at (908)725-0552

SINGLES ALIVE IN CHRIST
A Brief Description: 
Through spiritual, social and service oriented activities, this ministry 
provides a Christian environment of love and support through which 
unmarried adults grow in their knowledge of and devotion to God. 



They provide encouragement to discover God’s plan for their lives, 
sharing a sense of oneness with their brothers and sisters in Christ.

Who may participate? 
Any unmarried adult, whether he or she has always been single, is 
divorced, or is widowed, can attend or help with get-togethers.

Activities: 
Members can participate in a variety of spiritual, social, and service 
oriented activities. Examples include bible study, attending Mass and 
dining together, canoeing, hiking, service work and fund-raising for 
the parish and local charities.

Time Commitment: 
The group currently  holds  one organized,  singles-only activity  per 
month and encourages singles to attend other parish-wide activities 
together. An individual is welcome to attend as many activities and/or 
help to whatever extent he or she would like.

Contact: 
email StbchSingles@aol.com 

VISITORS TO THE HOMEBOUND/CARE FACILITIES
Brief Description:
After  mass  on Saturday or  Sunday,  this  ministry brings  The Holy 
Eucharistic to homebound parishioners of St. Bernard and to those 
residing in local care facilities. 

Who Can Help? 
We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers willing to visit parishioners 
who aren’t able to join the parish community in celebrating Mass.

Experience Needed:
The ability to be social, friendly and compassionate to older people 
and strangers is the only requirement.

Training Required:
You  must  be  a  trained,  mandated  Eucharistic  Minister  with  St. 
Bernard Parish.



Time Commitment:
One training session is required.  After the training, you are assigned 
a mentor who will introduce you to the homebound parishioners.

Contact:
Parish Office at (908) 725-0552

YOUNG BUILDERS CLUB
A Brief Description: 
The Young Builders Club provides a faith based learning environment 
for our younger children (ages three-ten), and a spiritual bridge to The 
Edge,  St.  Bernard's  Junior High Youth Group.  Young Builders can 
dream,  build  and  enjoy  focused  family  time  while  working  on 
individual  and  team  building  projects,  using  K'nex  instructional 
booklets and parts. Sessions are held in the Parish Center Cafeteria  
one  Saturday  a  month,  from 1:45  pm.  to  4:00  pm.  Custom-made 
K'nex door prizes are awarded at the end of each session.  

Who may participate? 
Young  people  between  the  ages  of  three  to  ten  plus  parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and singles, are most welcome.

Activities: 
Help is needed with set-up at the building session and with sorting 
parts. All builders participate in our "Project Parade" and get to keep 
their projects until they are put on display at the annual picnic in July.  
The group also visits a local nursing home to entertain residents prior 
to our annual holiday party.

Training Required: 
No training is required to attend and build but at least one adult must 
come to each session and stay to work with their young builder(s). 
Grandparents  are  welcome  to  enjoy  this  quality  time  with  their 
grandchildren. Volunteers are always needed. Attendance at a  Virtus 
Awareness Session is required by the Diocese of Metuchen and our 
parish  before  you  may  participate  in  a  volunteer  position  for  any 
youth activity.

Time Commitment: 



Young  Builders meet  once  a  month  from  1:00  pm  to  4:00  pm. 
Volunteers can stay and help for the whole session (set up, sorting and 
clean up) or just set up at 1:00 pm. Help is also needed at the annual  
picnic in July and for the holiday party in December.

Contact: 
Peter & Wilma Papa at (908) 218-1824 or via email 
ybcinfo@optonline.net

St. Bernard Protects God’s Children!

All members of St. Bernard’s clergy, religious and staff, as well as all 
parish employees and adult volunteers who interact with children on 

more than a one time basis submit themselves to fingerprint 
identification and regular criminal background checks. No adult can 

work with or regularly interact with a minor in our parish without first 
passing this routine screening to reasonably assure St. Bernard’s will 
be a safe and secure environment for our children. “Virtus” training,

Protecting God’s Children, is also required.

DIRECTIONS

From I-78 East/West:  Travel Rte.  78 to Rte. 287 South, (exit  for 
Rte.202/206, Somerville). Follow 287 South to the first exit (17), Rte. 
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202/206 Somerville. Once you get off the ramp you will be on Rte. 
202;  take  the  second  exit  which  will  bring  you  to  Rte.  22  West.  
Follow 22 West to the third light and get into the far right lane. Make 
a U turn at this light (by the Met Life Building) and you will be on 
Rte. 22 East. The entrance to the Church is approximately 500 yards 
ahead on your right. 

From I-80 East/West:  Travel Rte.  80 to Rte. 287 South, (exit  for 
Morristown/Somerville). Follow 287 South to Exit 17, Rte 202/206, 
Somerville. Once you get off the ramp you will be on Rte. 202; take 
the second exit which will bring you to Rte. 22 West. Follow 22 West 
to the third light and get into the far right lane. Make a U turn at this  
light (by the Met Life Building) and you will be on Rte. 22 East. The 
entrance to  the Church is  approximately  500 yards  ahead on your 
right.

NJ Turnpike/Garden State Parkway from Northern NJ:  Follow 
Turnpike or Parkway to Rte 78 West - Clinton. Follow 78 West to 287 
South to exit for Rte 202/206 Somerville. Follow 287 South to Exit 
17, Rte. 202/206, Somerville. Once you get off the ramp you will be 
on Rte.202; take the second exit which will bring you to Rte. 22 West. 
Follow 22 West to the third light and get into the far right lane. Make 
a U turn at this light (by the Met Life Building) and you will be on 
Rte. 22 East. The entrance to the Church is approximately 500 yards 
ahead on your right.

NJ Turnpike/Garden State Parkway from Southern NJ:  Follow 
Turnpike or Parkway to Rte. 287 North (Woodbridge). Follow Rte. 
287 North to Rte. 22 West, Clinton. Follow 22 West to the third light 
and get into the far right lane. Make a U turn at this light (by the Met  
Life Building) and you will be on Rte. 22 East. The entrance to the 
Church is approximately 500 yards on your right.


