
Peter Tarantino is St. Bernard’s First “St. Gianna Guardian of Life”! 

Meet Peter Tarantino!  Peter has been a parishioner of St. Bernard’s since 

2000 and those of you who have been around for a while may recall seeing 

him serve on the altar or in the music ministry, playing his clarinet or 

singing with the choir.  Perhaps you met him in the St. Bernard’s youth 

group.  Peter is currently a senior at Franciscan University of Steubenville 

with a dual major in Philosophy and Theology.  

Peter’s unique summer vacation is the reason we chose him as the first recipient of our St. 

Gianna Guardian of Life Award.  You see, Peter chose to spend his summer walking 

across America to save the unborn.  That’s right, he WALKED across the U.S.!  Peter 

joined CrossRoads, an organization founded in 1995 to answer Pope John Paul II’s challenge to youth to build a culture of 

life (See http://www.crossroadswalk.org/ for more information.).  Three groups of students walked from coast to coast this 

summer wearing PRO-LIFE t-shirts to witness to the dignity and sanctity of every human person in all stages of life.  

Peter walked the Southern route, leaving Santa Monica Pier in Los Angeles on Monday, May 20 and arriving at the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. on August 6.  

The CrossRoads team walked on secondary highways in small groups, traveling 2-3 miles as in a relay.  A support van 

picked one group up and take them ahead while the next group walked.  The team walked as much as they could during 

the morning and afternoon.  They attended daily Mass, their “fuel for the day”.  As Peter said, “Providentially the Lord 

always provided us to go to receive Him, even in the most distant places around the country such as Arizona.”  Nights 

were spent in RV Parks in the "Majestic," a 27-foot long 

Recreational Vehicle (RV) that had room for the entire team!  On 

weekends, the team prayed outside of abortion clinics and brought 

their pro-life message to the many parishes they visited. They 

stayed with host families for the weekends.  Peter remarked “These 

people were some of the most generous and loving people I have 

ever met, encounters not to be forgotten.”  To read more about the 

Crossroads 2013 experience, see the walkers’ blog at 

http://crossroadsprolife.wordpress.com/. 

St. Bernard’s Respect for Life (RfL) asked Peter about his experience and here’s what he told us: 

RfL:  Peter, what motivated you to do this? 

Peter:  I heard about it (CrossRoads) from a lecture one evening at Franciscan.  I just thought it'd be a great idea.  The 

previous summers hadn't been very productive for me and I knew I wanted to give myself totally to something.  I 

prayed about it, applied, got accepted,.  It's an experience of a lifetime and one that I will never forget. 

RfL:   How did you do it?  How far did you personally walk? 

Peter: From Los Angeles, CA to Washington, D.C. is about 3200 miles.  Since we had to cover a lot of miles and didn't 

have night shift, the mileage was significantly drawn back--in hope that the Pro-Life message would be brought to 

the forefront and the mileage become secondary.  Our team probably walked between 11-1200 miles so I walked 

at least 4-600 miles.  I only wore one pair of sneakers the whole summer. 

RfL: Did you do any special training to prepare? 

Peter: I wanted to start walking while I was in Austria the previous semester but I wasn't able to.  For the first couple 

weeks there are blisters and pains in the legs and body, but after a while one builds a tolerance and is okay--i.e., 

one doesn't have to hard-core train for CrossRoads. 

http://www.crossroadswalk.org/
http://crossroadsprolife.wordpress.com/


RfL: How was the weather? 

Peter: Well the Southern route did get pretty hot, but this summer there were heat waves all around the 

country.  Arizona got to over 110 degrees Fahrenheit, but remember that Arizona doesn't have humidity--you'd 

walk outside and feel it but not sweat.  Texas was hot and the beginning of the humidity for sure.  Louisiana with 

the water was hot; by far Mississippi was extremely hot and we were drenched just going outside--it felt like you 

were swimming in the air.   

RfL: Did you get sunburned? 

Peter: I did get sunburned around my neck and face and early on in 

the summer I used sunscreen once before the beginning of 

every shift.   

RfL: How much water or Gatorade did you drink? 

Peter: I was told by a host mom that we should drink the amount of 

ounces of water that is half your body weight--so if I'm 160 

pounds, I should be drinking at least 80, and that's without 

counting for hydration, for exercise, or being outside!  I'd try to drink a lot let's just say that. 

RfL: What was your favorite part of the trip (or parts if more than one)? 

Peter: I really enjoyed the host families and watching the witness of them to us: for example, they would open their 

homes to us like none other.  It was a shocking experience.  Moreover, I got to be with a core group of ten people 

this summer that I grew quite close to.  I try to still keep in contact with them even though we're dispersed around 

the country (and world).  I hope to remain friends with them for a very long time. 

RfL: What reactions did you get?  

Peter: Many people honked at us and gave us thumbs-up for our efforts.  I think all summer we only had a handful of 

getting yelled at… 

RfL: At how many parishes did you speak your witness? 

Peter: Every host city we were in or were sent out to had many parishes.  New Orleans and Shreveport had about or 

over ten parishes!  

RfL: Did you see any press coverage? 

Peter: We did a few times get involved with the press but not as much as we would have liked.  In D.C. the last week of 

CrossRoads we were outside of the ABC building with Live Action  protesting that abortion needs to be discussed 

on television and is often never discussed.  Also, we called EWTN radio one day and got to talk for a bit.  We 

were at EWTN's headquarters in Irondale, AL and got some coverage there I believe. 

RfL: What advice would you give to someone considering this walk? 

Peter: We have to remember that it's about the babies: "For the babies!"  It's a sacrifice because you're not working and 

making money or taking classes or having that luxury of being home.  Yet, I wouldn't take it back for the 

world.  You're not going to know if you don't ask: "You can't drive a parked car."  Inquire and ask questions even 

if you don't really want to do it but just more information.  … It's one of the best ways I've spent my life thus far. 

We know you’ll agree that Peter gave a powerful witness for the dignity of human life.  So we ask, what did you do for 

your summer vacation?   And what will you do next year???  CrossRoads 2014 is accepting applications now. 


